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Madjitil Moorna, Singers of Aboriginal songs   Singing ~ learning ~ healing   - Bringing cultures together 

Kaya!  Now in its 9th year Madjitil Moorna, Singers of Aboriginal songs is a choir that welcomes anyone regardless 

of skill, age, gender or cultural background.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 

NAIDOC 2014 6th – 13th JULY The National NAIDOC Theme for 2014 is Serving Country: Centenary and Beyond 

 This year’s NAIDOC theme honours all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and 

women who have fought in defence of country. From our warriors in the Frontier Wars to 

our warriors who have served with honour and pride in Australia’s military conflicts and 

engagements across the globe, we proudly highlight and recognise the role they 

have played in shaping our identity and pause to reflect on their sacrifice. We celebrate 

and honour their priceless contribution to our nation.             

Photo accessed from 18-powerful-photos-of-the-forgotten-indigenous-soldiers-of-world-war 

 

Sunday 6 July St George’s Cathedral  5.00pm: NAIDOC Service 

This service will commemorate the Aboriginal Soldiers of Western Australia who fought in WWI and is part of the 

centenary celebrations. Madjitil Moorna will be singing a song by Abmusic's Helen Merritt and Candice Lloyd ‘To Our 

Heroes’. Stories of WA indigenous soldiers involved in WWI (100 years on) will be shared on this day. We really 

enjoyed last year’s service and would encourage all readers of this Newsletter + family and friends to attend. 

Go to the end of this letter for some Reading Resources to learn more about Indigenous Soldiers. 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

13 July Join us in Kalamunda for the Makuru Arts Festival Kalamunda with Festival Arts Director Della Rae 

Morrison.  Makuru is one of the Noongar seasons (June / July – usually the wettest time of the year). Della Rae was 

our Inaugural Music Director and assisted Madjitil Moorna through 2006 – 2013. Della Rae explained the meaning 

behind the festival “Makuru, pronounced Mug-a-roo, is the June/July Nyoongar Winter season,” she said. “Nyoongar 

people would return to inland hunting areas to prepare their camping grounds for the next season of Djilba, for the heavy rains 

and cold nights when witchetty grubs were in abundance. “The Nyoongars would stock up on fire tools and bush medicines.” 

(See Festival website for more info about the exhibition opening, workshops earlier in the week and the Cultural Tour with Sharyn 

Egan and Leonard Thorn) 

St George’s NAIDOC Service 05 July 2013 

 with the Moorditj Mob Dancers Wesley College 

Indigenous Program  

 

http://www.grabzon.com/18-powerful-photos-of-the-forgotten-indigenous-soldiers-of-world-war-i/
http://www.allweneedisrighthere.org/makuru/
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Newsletter Update includes the below and more: 

 

 Yirra Yaakin’s 21 years of sharing Aboriginal 
Stories 

 Workshop/ concert with 'Songs With Legs'  

 Mandurah Proms  with Jonathan Welch 

 Sorry Day 

 Denmark Festival of Voice 

 What are our Music Directors up to? 

 New Board Members 

 What’s next? 

 

 

12 FEB                  Yirra Yarkin turned 21!  
The term had barely begun and we were already 
immersed in listening to wonderful Aboriginal 
musicians and stories of Yirra Yarkin’s first 21 years.    

 

Patron Dr Richard Walley, Trevor Jamieson, Jo Randell Choir Coordinator 

Yirra Yaakin (Yir-raarh Yaarh-kin] which means “Stand Tall” 
in Noongar language, is one of Australia’s leading Aboriginal 
performing arts organisations producing award-winning, 
world-class theatre that is exciting, entertaining, 
educational, authentic and culturally appropriate. 
Established in 1993, the Year of Indigenous People, as Yirra 
Yaakin Noongar Theatre and  starting with three staff 
members and the desire to provide the Aboriginal 
community with an artistic outlet for positive self-
determination, they now have a combined board and staff 

of 19!                                            http://yirrayaakin.com.au/  

 Thanks for all the years of hard work Yirra Yaakin!    

It was a privilege to be part of this wonderful event 
singing at the Chevron Gardens as part of the Perth 
International Festival and learning some more of the 
history and impact of this Aboriginal Arts organisation. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

22 Feb      Upcycle Free Community Event 

 

This event at Earthwise Subiaco was jam packed with 

interesting things for a great future!  

Madjitil Moorna Choir added some extra interest.  

 

Aunty Josie Boyle kept children happily entertained 

with her story telling in sand. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

08 March Women’s international Day- Jarrahdale 

Serpentine to support a Women’s Refuge. 

Kobi Morrison guitarist (L) with members of Madjitil Moorna  

 

Leading the choir, George Walley told stories of his 

childhood at this heart warming event at the Byford 

Anglican church. 

http://yirrayaakin.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Madjitil-Moorna-Choir/588560094530501?ref=stream
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16 March Harmony Day 

Madjitil Moorna sang at the Kalamunda Harmony Day 

– Market Program for All We Need Is Right Here – a 

community-building organisation based in Kalamunda. 

 

23 March Close The Gap Medicare Local event at the 

Hartfield Park Rec Centre. 

 

 

30 April 

 
Jane Thompson (L) Fay White (R)  

Songwriters and community singing gurus from 
Victoria, Fay White and Jane Thompson Songs 
with legs duo were visiting for the Fairbridge 
Festival. Known to Jo Randell, they were happy to 
assist with a fundraiser to help sponsor 
attendance of the choir at the Denmark Festival 
of Voice. This was held at The Midland Junction 
Arts Centre which has great acoustics and a 
comfortable concert space. We learnt a new song 
‘Lingmarra Gunba’ by Tom E Lewis which has 
become a favourite as well as enjoying 
participating in and listening to many others.  

Thanks Jane and Fay  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Stretch Festival and The Mandurah Proms 

 Some Madjitil Moorna singers including Music 
Director Candice Lorrae engaged in a Master Class / 
workshop with Jonathon Welch focussed on 

 

Candice’s song ‘Better Place’. We were glad Ron was 
able to be involved as he led the second voice part 
admirably and has become a lead singer in this role. 
More than 500 people attended the Mandurah Proms 
concert at Mandurah Performing Arts Centre on 03 
May hosted by Jonathon Welch who led the Mandurah 
Concert Band and choirs including Madjitil Moorna.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
25 May We were pleased to have George Walley, Josie 
Boyle & Kobi Morrison leading us at this gig in 
Gidgegannup.  

Gidgegannup Small Farm Field Day 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

26 May   Sorry Day Wellington Square  

We were thrilled that Mr Fred Chaney AO was 

available to read the words of Kevin Rudd’s 

Apology during the singing of Kerry Fletcher’s 

Sorry Song http://www.sorrysong.com.au/ As 

always, it was a sombre and yet joyous occasion 

singing after  the one minute’s silence.  Robyn 

Slarke reminded us at choir why we choose to sing 

this song. Want to know why? Read more here                                                     

Marie Jacquier and Sharyn Egan 

running craft workshops 

Kobi Morrison(L) Jonathon Welch Madjitil Moorna members  

Candice Lorrae (R) 

Kobi Morrison(L) Jonathon Welch Madjitil Moorna members  

Candice Lorrae (R) 

http://www.faywhitemusic.com/songs-with-legs-duo.html
http://www.faywhitemusic.com/songs-with-legs-duo.html
http://www.sorrysong.com.au/
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/bringing-them-home-report-1997
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Sharyn Egan, Uncle Ben Taylor and Maxine Chi at the walkway to 
the Native Hibiscus planting area at the Memorial Pole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation Week 

This in part was enjoyed at the Denmark Festival 
of Voice where about 20 Madjitil Moorna singers 
managed to get away  and be replenished by a 
weekend of being together to enjoy singing 
workshops and concert performances. Archie 

Roach’s (www.archieroach.com.au) presence was 
a highlight at the evening concerts. Falling in 
Reconciliation Week we were thrilled to see the 
volume of professional Aboriginal musicians 
involved and learn from them. Eugene Eades 
shared songs of Mission Days and reflected on his 
own life experience. Clint Bracknell informed us 
of the Wirlomin Noongar Language and Stories 
Project. Josie Wowolla Boyle amazed us with her 
captivating stories in the sand handed down to 
her through her mother’s people and George 
Walley led our own Madjitil Moorna workshop 
and other performances. We had great fun  
 

 
 
12 JUNE Madjitil Moorna was pleased to be able to 
attend and perform at NEEN (National Energy 
Efficiency Network) http://neen.org.au/.  This national 
group aims to enable faith-based and not-for-profit 
community organisations to save energy together. 
 

    Singing Universal Love at the Perth Community NEEN Launch  
 
______________________________________________________ 

News of current and past Music Directors and 
supporting musicians. 

 
Kobi Morrison is increasingly taking a key musician 
role frequently leading us at Gigs collaborating with 
our other Music Directors. Thank you Kobi  
 
Candice Lorrae continues to be extremely busy with 
her Abmusic role, as solo artist Ulla Shay and The 
Merindas. Some of us enjoyed the very successful 
“The Merindas and Friends Live Concert” at Fly by 
Night Musicians Club in Fremantle April 25th.  

The Merindas Debut Single titled 'Ready To Love' is 
available at iTunes.  

https://itunes.apple.com/jp/album/ready-to-love-
single/id881235461 

In the words of Prime Minister Kevin Rudd…. 
 

To the stolen generations I say the following: 
As Prime Minister of Australia I am sorry 

On behalf of the government of Australia I am sorry 
On behalf of the parliament of Australia I am sorry 
and I offer you this apology without qualification. 

We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, 

their communities and their country. 
For the pain, suffering and hurt of these stolen 

generations their descendents and for their families 
left behind 

We say sorry. 
To the mothers and fathers, to the brothers and 

sisters 
For the breaking up of families and communities 

We say sorry. 
And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on 

a proud people and a proud culture 
We say sorry. 

 

 

Photo courtesy http://bringingthemhomewa.com/  

Sorry Day flowers 

“Let Sorry start healing our land”......... the last line of Kerry 

Fletcher’s “Sorry Song” 

                  Courtesy DESIRE PHOTOGRAPHY  

http://denmarkfestivalofvoice.com.au/
http://denmarkfestivalofvoice.com.au/
http://www.archieroach.com.au/#!/
http://www.wirlomin.com.au/
http://www.wirlomin.com.au/
http://neen.org.au/
https://itunes.apple.com/jp/album/ready-to-love-single/id881235461
https://itunes.apple.com/jp/album/ready-to-love-single/id881235461
http://bringingthemhomewa.com/
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Candice has generously made it possible for us to 
increase our collaboration with Abmusic musicians 
http://www.abmusic.com.au/. Students have been 
involved with developing lyrics for songs about the 
Forgotten Aboriginal soldiers and one song has been 
chosen for the choir to sing at St George’s Cathedral 
at the NAIDOC service. 
 
Della Rae Morrison inaugural Music Director was busy 
touring last year with Karla Hart and the play “50 
Shades of Black,” premiered at the Fringe Festival last 
year. The play has been taken interstate and to 
Aboriginal communities. Della Rae is currently Festival 
Artistic Director of the Makuru festival. 
 
Josie Boyle continues to be involved with storytelling 
and it’s always a highlight when she sings ‘We Are 
One’ with us adding her voice in Wongatha. It was 
such a pleasure that Josie could be involved with us at 
the Denmark Festival of Voice. 

George Walley is just too busy with everyone wanting 
a bit of him including Madjitil Moorna! It has been 
very special that George has been able to join this 
year and with us in Denmark, leading workshops and 
performances. St George’s Cathedral NAIDOC Service 
will be his next gig with the choir! 

Gina Williams was named Artist of the Year WA at the 
recent NAIDOC Perth Awards. Congratulations Gina!! 

The launch of the much anticipated Noongar language 
album and songs titled ‘Kalyakoorl’ (which means 
forever) with guitarist Guy Ghouse, occurred Friday 
04 April at the Fly by Night Musicians Club in 
Fremantle. More information about Gina and her 
upcoming concerts with Guy Ghouse can be found here  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Meet the Board elected March 2014 

Lee Peters Co-Chairperson 
Sharyn Egan Co-Chairperson (Featured Board 
member this newsletter) 

Sharyn Egan Artist, (Weaver, Sculptor and Painter) 

 

Did you know that at the age of thirty-seven, Sharyn 

began creating art, which led to her enrolling in a 

Diploma of Fine Arts at the Claremont School of Art in 

Perth? Sharyn completed this course in 1998 and 

immediately enrolled in the Associate Degree in 

Contemporary Aboriginal Art offered by Curtin 

University of Technology. In 2001 she was awarded a 

Bachelor of Arts (Arts). Sharyn’s works of oils, natural 

ochres, resins and acrylics on canvas as well as 

natural fibre woven sculptures are informed by her 

early life experience as a stolen generation Aboriginal 

child.  

 

Sharyn’s artwork is represented in major permanent 

collections including the National Museum of Australia, 

the Berndt Museum of Anthropology (University of 

Western Australia), the City of Bunbury, the Town of 

Vincent, the City of Cockburn and the City of 

Fremantle. Sharyn now has an extensive arts history 

and for some years Sharyn has been exploring fibre 

art and weaving as a medium. Sharyn has become 

well known for her fibre sculptures and use of 

Indigenous fibres with a contemporary perspective. 

Don’t know Sharyn? Come to choir sometime and you 

might meet her and can ask about future exhibitions. 

Join her on the Bibbulmun Track Cultural Tour, 6 

July at 10am, departing from Kalamunda Farmers’ 

Market with Leonard Thorn.  

 

 
Sharyn Egan at Anderson Rd 

 

Aunty Karl Mourach Cultural Advisor 
Jo Randell   Choir Coordinator 
Pete Randell  Treasurer 
Rochelle Brown  Secretary 
Kobi Morrison  General member 
Pete Griffin  General member 
Mary Jo Harriss  General member 
 

Thanks for all your work behind the scenes!!! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Next Semester we look forward to:- 
 

 06 July Sunday 5pm NAIDOC Service  St 

Georges + other NAIDOC events 

 13 July Makuru Festival Kalamunda Farmer’s 

Markets, Central Mall Kalamunda (Bibbulmun 

Track Sculpture workshops with Sharyn Egan 

and Leonard Thorn 5/6/9 July) 

 Winter break from practices for MM 30 June. 

 NEW START for MM – MON 18 AUG 

All welcome to come and sing with us. 

 05 October Walk the Zig Zag +         

                           Kamberang Festival 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

http://www.abmusic.com.au/
http://www.ginawilliams.com.au/news.html
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A Reminder of who we are... 
 
Madjitil Moorna is a unique community choir singing Aboriginal songs, led by award-winning Aboriginal 
performers. We sing for better understanding, challenging old stereotypes as people from all 
backgrounds open their ears and hearts to explore Aboriginal culture, through song and story. 
 
Now in its ninth year we have performed throughout the Perth Metro area and in the East Kimberley 
since 2006. Audience participation is encouraged. Songs include contemporary and traditional songs, 
many in Aboriginal languages, including the Noongar language of the South West of WA. 
 
We practice on Monday nights in Forrestfield WA in an inclusive and safe space. All voices accepted. The 
learning of songs is helped by CDs and lots of encouragement. Everyone is welcome!  
 
If you would like to join us, stay in touch through Facebook (Madjitil Moorna Choir) “Please Like Us” and 
/ or E mail. We always look forward to new members joining and the beginning of each semester is 
certainly the best time to do this though any time is okay. Come and check us out at Anderson Road 
Community Centre, Anderson Rd, Forrestfield. WA.  Mondays 6.30pm for a cuppa and 7pm to sing. 

 

For now, look forward to NAIDOC and plan to be involved perhaps by coming to Wellington Square for the Opening 

Ceremony and on to the NAIDOC Service at St George’s 5pm 6th July and joining us 13th July at the Makuru Festival. If 

you enjoy Singing, Learning, Healing and want to be involved in Bringing cultures together come and join us at 

Anderson Rd but remember we take a break from Monday practices in July and half of August. Boorda! (Goodbye!) 

 
For more information    www.madjitilmoorna.org.au   

Jo Randell    Choir Coordinator  ContactUs@madjitilmoorna.org.au   

Pauline Vigus   Newsletter Content  news@madjitilmoorna.org.au    June 2014 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Reading Resources 

1. Sorry Day       http://www.sorrysong.com.au/       

2. Stolen Generation Commemorative Flower info at  Kimberley Stolen Generations Aboriginal Corporation. 

3. Bringing Them Home Report 1997 (Report of the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres  

Strait Islander Children from Their Families April 1997  

 https://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/bringing-them-   home-report-1997 

4. Indigenous Australian Servicemen  https://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/aborigines/indigenous/ 

5. Why did they join?    http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/exhibitions/iaaw/why.html 

 6.Brief history of Indigenous Australians at War http://www.dva.gov.au/benefitsAndServices/ind/Pages/at_war.aspx 

7. History of NAIDOC WEEK   http://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-history/   

8.More Info      NAIDOC PERTH  2014 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.madjitilmoorna.org.au/
../MM%20Operations/Publicity%20&%20Promotion/Current%202013%20newsletters/ContactUs@madjitilmoorna.org.au
mailto:news@madjitilmoorna.org.au
http://www.sorrysong.com.au/
http://www.kimberleystolengeneration.com.au/sorry_day_flower.html
https://www.humanrights.gov.au/publications/bringing-them-%20%20%20home-report-1997
https://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/aborigines/indigenous/
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/collections/exhibitions/iaaw/why.html
http://www.dva.gov.au/benefitsAndServices/ind/Pages/at_war.aspx
http://www.naidoc.org.au/about/naidoc-history/
http://www.naidocperth.org/

